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l. Introduction

10.

Feel Hum anity has drafted the following report as a stakeholder contribution to the fourth
cycle of the Universal Periodic Review [UPR] for Tlrkiye. Feel Hum anity prim arily focuses on
the educationalfront within Hum an Rights; hence, this report and its recom mendations will
centre on the Rightto Education.

Turkey's Constitution recognises education as a fundamentalrightfor all citizens. Article 42

"

states explicitly that "no one shall be deprived of the right to education," em phasising the
importance ofuniversalaccessto education.

Turkiye recently introduced its "Turkey Century Education Model". This model aims to
modernise the curriculum across various educationalstages and sim plify course contentby
35% to enhance studentaccessibility.

Theintroduction ofthismodelmarksthe fourth significantcurriculum changeundertheruling
AKP government,which hasfaced criticism fornotaddressing core issues within the education
system ,such asteacher shortagesand educationalinequalities."

Feel Hum anity would also like to pay attention to the unjustlife — sentences being carried out
by form er military cadets while following protocoldue to the attem ptedcouponJuly15,2016.
Turkiye hasfaced manychallengesinrecentyears,particularlyin the contextofthe 2016 coup
attempt.Oneconcerningissue thatwarrantsattention isthe life sentencesimposedon former
m ilitary cadets, many of whom were simply following orders during the coup attempton July
15, 2016. The Turkish governmenthas attributed the coup to the Gulen movementand has
prosecuted individualslinked to it, including these cadets."

W hile dozens of cadets have been released for a retrial following the Supreme Court of
Appeal’s decision to overturn their sentences, 60 former cadets rem ain im prisoned without
the opportunity for retrial."” These cadets, aged 18 to 21 at the time of the coup, were
burdened with unjust life sentences for actions that were part of their military training and
protocol.

This report will address this issue alongside other significant educationaland human rights
concerns while providing specific recom mendationsto secure these students' freedom . Feel
Hum anity em phasisesthe importance offairtreatmentin line with internationalhum anrights
standardsand callsfor urgentattention to this case.

Additionally, this report willanalyse the progress made since the 3 cycle and the country’s
efforts to im prove the education sector, provide qualitative data to highlightthe challenges
and makerecommendationsto improve access,quality,and education inclusivity.

The remainder of this report will present relevant findings on Turkey's current situation,
allowing foran evaluation ofits efforts to foster the Rightto Education.Ultim ately,thispaper

willproposerecom mendationstoensurethisRightremainsrespected,protected,and fulfilled.
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11.

12.

13.

14,

I. BriefOverview Last UN - UPR Cycle

During the previous cycle, severalrecom mendationshave been made to Turkiye concerning
equitable access to quality education.These include vital them es such as universal access to
education,with particularem phasison marginalised groups,including minoritiesand displaced
children. The improvementof a legal framework protecting freedom of expression within
educationalinstitutions wasalso highlighted.

Furthermore, the last Review also pointed to concerns around the post-2016 suppression of
educators, particularly those involved in the Gulen- movement,and the closing of schools
affiliated with orconnected to it.

Turkey’s education system is centralised and controlled by its Ministry of NationalEducation.
The Ministry continuesto set its policiesand oversees the adm inistration ofall schoolsunder
the “Law of Unification oflinstruction (LoUol)” ofallstagesand typesofpre-tertiary education.

These policies and the educational system have been continuously criticised for constructingneoliberal programs and conservative religious ideology,

lim iting critical thinking in schools.

W hile Turkiye hasaccepted somepreviousUN-UPR CountryReview recom mendations,specific

nuancesand commitmentsto theserecommendationshavenotbeen fulfilled.

I1l. Access to Education

15.

16.

17.

18.

Considering the acceptance of the recommendations on the educationalfront, the Turkish
governmenthastaken the initiative to mirrorthese com m itm entsthrough itsofficialbrochures
and action plans.These em phasise the inclusivity of its policies,enabling allchildren,including
refugees, to access equitable education.”" At the same time, there are signs of integration
efforts; rem aining gaps and challengespersist, as evidenced by Hum an Rights W atch’s latest
subm ission to the Com m ittee on the Rightsofthe Child. "'

This research indicates serious breaches of Turkey's promise to uphold the non-refoulement
claim and obstacles within Turkey’s Tem porary Protection Regulation.The recent suspension
of the country's registration for refugees, which hinders freedom of movement between
provinces, has resulted in unlawful deportations and the denial of access to education and
healthcare.""

This situation should also be viewed alongside the identified poverty-related educational
barriers, particularly for asylum seekers.

OECD’s PISA 2022 results reflect Turkey's improvem entsin mathem aticsand science, yet the
country still faces significant socioeconomic disparities. W hile 33% of Turkish students are
among the most disadvantaged socioeconomically and score higher than similarly
disadvantaged peers globally, they still significantly lag in overall performance compared to

viii

theirmore advantaged counterparts.
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IV. Qualityof Education

19.

20.

21,

22.

M inority rights in education rem ain a significant challenge in Turkiye, particularly for ethnic
andreligiousminoritiessuch asKurdsand Alevis. Accordingto a 2020 article in the Georgetown
Journal of International Affairs, the Turkish government continues to restrict the use of
m inority languages, such as Kurdish, in educational settings. Despite domestic and
international pressure to offer education in mother tongues, Turkey maintains strict
regulationsthatlimit Kurdish-language instruction to elective courses rather than integrating
itinto core curricula.”

Furthermore, ethnic minorities face structural barriers to accessing equitable education.For
example,Kurdish children in south-eastern Turkey are often subjected to system ic inequalities
exacerbated by socio-economic disparities and the ongoing conflict between the state and
Kurdish populations. The Jlack of culturally relevant educational content and limited
opportunities for mother-tongue education alienates minority students from the education
system , contributing to higher dropoutrates and lower academicachievementcompared to
their Turkish counterparts.

The United States Com mission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) highlighted that
discrimination against the Alevi com munity in Turkey remains widespread and deeply
entrenched .*According to a statem entreleased on the 28th anniversaryofthe Sivas M assacre,
the situation has only deteriorated under President Erdogan’s leadership. The report
em phasised that Alevis continue to face growing challenges, with the state showing limited
commitmentto improving theirconditions.

As the educationalsystem of Turkey is a centralised one, thisraises the question of equitable
education amongstitscitizens,as religious classesin Turkish schoolsarepredominantly based

on Sunnilslam, with no exem ptions offered to religious m inorities such as Alevis.”

V. Academic Freedom & Government Interference

23.

24,

25.

The Turkish government's policies since 2016 have undermined academic freedom,
significantly im pacting educationalinstitutionsand intellectuals nationwide.”'The restrictions,
particularly on Gulen-linked schools, represent a broader trend of stifling dissent and
controlling academic discourse.

Since the 2016 coup attem ptin Turkey, academic freedom has been significantly curtailed,
with widespread purges targeting educationalinstitutions linked to the Guilen movement.In
the aftermath of the coup, the Turkish governmentlaunched a large-scale crackdown on
institutionssuspected of ties to the movement,which itblamesfor orchestrating thecoup.
News reports show thatas of 2024, the governmenthas seized 232 schools associated with

xiii

the Gulen movementacross 21 countries. These closuresrepresent a broadereffort by the

governmentto suppressanyperceived threats to its authority,especially within the education

xiv

sector,where Gilenistschoolswere once prominent.
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V.

26.

27.

Life

28.

29.

30.

M oreover, Turkish academics have increasingly faced restrictions on their freedom of
expression, with many being dismissed or prosecuted for expressing critical views of the
government. Reports show that since 2016, thousands of academics have been dism issed
under state-of-em ergency decrees, many without clear evidence of wrongdoing. The
government'stargetingofeducatorshasraisedalarm internationally,particularlyregardingthe
stifling of intellectualfreedom in highereducation.*"

The European CourtofHuman Rights (ECHR)hasalso addressed the issue,ruling thatTurkey’s

xvi

actionsagainstacademicsviolated the rightto freedom of expression.

Sentence Imprisoned: Cadets

W ith the State of Em ergency Decree Laws, Military High Schoolsand hundredsofschoolsand
universities affiliated with the Hizm et (Gulen) Movement were closed. All of the students
studying in these schoolswere subjected to emergency decrees. They were also subjected to
discrim inatory treatment,such as verbalabuse and isolation,by teachersand studentsatthe
schoolsthey attended.Thediplomasgiventostudentsstudyingatcadetschoolswere inscribed
with sentences em phasising thatthey were subjects of Decree Laws. As such,these children
were directly aimed atand victimised by the decree laws.

Students of military high schoolsclosed down by the State of Em ergency decrees are banned
from entering science or socialsciences high schoolsthatoffer good education®

Some ofthe studentsofthe closed m ilitary high schoolsare also charged with membership in
an armed terrorist organisation on the assum ption that they are in contactwith or affiliated
w ith the Hizm et (Gulen) Movement. The justification for this is the allegation that before
entering m ilitary high schoolswhentheywere12-13 yearsold,they had dialogues with people
connected to the Hizm et (Gulen) Movement. Moreover, those dates date back years before
July 15, 2016. The justification for the allegation is that they wentto study centres affiliated
with the Hizm et (Gulen)Movementorto the homesofuniversity students,where theystudied
and participated in religiouscongregations.Based on this,itis assumed thatthe children were
the Hizm et (Gulen)Movementmembers atthe time.Even if this assum ption is correct, this is
the children’s way of expressing them selves.Because participating in a civilmovementwithin
the limits of the law and adopting the values of that movement falls within the scope of

freedom ofreligion and conscience.

VII.Recom mendations

31.

Feel Hum anity calls for the Turkish government to prioritise fair treatment of the remaining

cadets imprisoned after the 2016 coup attem pt, ensuring their cases are reviewed by

1

https://lwww .crossborderjurists.org/turkey-child-rights-report-the-khk-children-the-little-victim s-of-turkeys-

state-of-emergency-laws/#_ftn27
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32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

internationalhuman rights standards. The governmentshould urgently release these young
individualsand worktoward restoring their freedom and dignity.

W e urge the Turkish governmenttoclearthereputationsofthese students (imprisoned cadets
after the 2016 coup attempt), recognising the wunjust circum stances that led to their
imprisonment.The state mustprovide adequate moralandlegalreparations,allowing them to
reintegrate into society withoutthe stigmaofwrongfulconviction.

Feel Hum anityurges the internationalcom munity to advocate fora fairreview ofthese cases
and to ensure thatjustice is served in line with human rightsstandards.

Furthermore, we recommend that the Turkish government extend moraland psychological
support to these students(imprisoned cadets after the 2016 <coup attempt) and take
compensatory measures that acknowledge the harm they have endured. Efforts should be
made to assist them in rebuilding their lives and reputations and reinforcing their rights to
education and personalfreedom .

Feel Hum anity urges the Turkish governmentto uphold therightto education forallchildren,
including asylum seekers, regardless of their registration status. All schools should be
instructed to allow child asylum seekers to enrolwithoutfacing bureaucratic barriers.
Sufficient resources are also recom mended to ensure the infrastructure is in place to support
the education ofthese vulnerable populations.

Feel Hum anity recommends that the Turkish government recognise the diverse cultural
backgrounds within Turkiye's ethnic com position. Therefore, we <call for developing
comprehensive multiculturaleducationprogramswithin education faculties.
Werecommendthatthese programsandteachersbe sensitive to diverse culturalbackgrounds
to effectively educate individuals from various com m unities and ensure that every student
feels represented and valued in theirlearning environm ent.

FeelHum anity recognisesthe necessity of Kurdish-Turkish bilingualeducation and em phasises
the urgentneed to implementthismodelin publicschoolsand universities.

Feel Hum anity strongly recom mends granting greater autonomy to local governm ents,
enabling localauthorities to tailor educationalprogramsto meetthe specific needs of their
com munities,particularly in terms oflanguage education and culturalrelevance.

Feel Hum anity advocates for government organisations, media outlets, and academic
institutions to actively prom ote tolerance and respect forstudents from diverse backgrounds
W e urge Turkiye to recognise and safeguard the rights of Kurds and other minority groupsas
integralcomponentsofa multiculturalsociety. Acknowledgingtheircontributionsand fulfilling
obligationsunderinternationallaw willhelp preserve minority identitiesw hile promotingsocial
cohesion.

Feel Hum anity recom mendsthe establishmentoflaws and policies thatprotect schools and
universities from military use during armed conflict, considering the threats to academic

freedom and theintegrity of educationalinstitutions.
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44. We further advise Training programs to be developed for educators and adm inistrators to
ensure they are prepared to uphold these protectionsand advocate fortheirrightsin times of
crisis.

45. The Turkish governmentshould stop trying to illegally seize educationalinstitutionsin other

countriesknown to be close to the Gilen movement.
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